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South Pole has a wealth of international experience 

 

 

 

 

 

Johannesburg 

Zurich 

Jakarta 

Bangkok 

Taipei 

Beijing  

 
Mexico City 

• 2006: Incorporation in 

Zurich / Switzerland 

• 2011: ten offices 

worldwide 

• 2011: Best Project 

Developer* 

• Swiss Social 

Entrepreneur of the 

Year 2011** 

• Over 80 carbon pros 

from 22 countries 

• Projects in over twenty 

countries 

• Specialized in high-

quality “Gold Standard” 

California 
 

Local presence  

as of January 2012 

 
Hanoi 

 
New Delhi 

 
Medellin 

 Satellite office 

 Head office 

 

* Environmental Finance: Voluntary Carbon Market Survey 2011; ** Schwab Foundation/WEF 

Kampala 
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Latest achievement 

 South Pole Carbon strengthens its position as global market leader for carbon 

offsetting. We are proud that the quality of our certificates is internationally 

recognized:  

  

• Voted Best Project Developer in the Greenhouse Gas market survey, as voted by 

the readers  of Environmental Finance magazine. 

 

• Won Best Project Developer CDM in the Carbon Trading magazine 2012 market 

survey and the runners-up in the Best Project Developer in the Voluntary Carbon 

Markets categories. 
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International Market Leader  

in compliance and voluntary market 

 

 
 
 
 

Premium quality 

 
 
 
 

• Brought to market the first ever Gold 

Standard carbon credits (Biomass Malavalli 

/ India) 

• Handled the first ever international Kyoto 

carbon credit transfer 

• First company to cancel carbon credits, 

making sure that they cannot be resold 

• First issuance of Social Carbon credits 

outside Latin America 

Carbon market firsts 

• Leadership Position on Gold Standard (GS) 

Registry: 45 projects listed 

• One of the top GS VER developers with 

20% of entire GS VER pipeline, market 

leader in issued GS VER credits 

• Best Project Developer 

(Environmental Finance: Voluntary Carbon 

Market Survey 2011 and 2012) 

• Winner of Prix Social Entrepreneur 

Switzerland 2011 (WEF/Schwab Foundation) 
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South Pole references – 

an extensive network of high quality buyers 

Extensive  
client network 

Unparalleled 
carbon  
market expertise 

• Participation in the UNFCCC Methodology Panel 

• Involved in major climate change negotiations since 1997 

• Carbon advisory to international organizations (World Bank, European 

Commission, World Economic Forum, GTZ, Africa Progress Panel, World 

Food Programme, …) and to registered CDM projects with a volume of  

100 million tCO2e until 2012 

• Top-rated compliance buyers 

such as the Austrian Government, Swiss Government, Climate Cent 

Foundation (Switzerland), Italcementi Group, LUSO Carbon Fund (Portugal), 

EGL, ... 

 

 

 

• Well-known voluntary buyers 

such as BP, Unilever, Axpo, Swiss Re, WWF, Austrian Post, Eneco Energy, 

RBC, Greenpeace, Ben & Jerry’s, Transoflex, …) 



7 

Contents 

• About South Pole Carbon 

• Why Gold Standard 

• Project cycle & Documentation requirement 



8 

Carbon credits – how it works 

A project that reduces greenhouse emissions can generate carbon credits that are certified 

under the Kyoto Protocol or voluntary standards. The carbon credits can be sold to 

governments or companies in industrialised countries who will use them to meet regulatory 

or voluntary requirements to lower emissions of greenhouse gases globally. 

For every ton of avoided greenhouse gas emissions, achieved e.g. by replacing fossil fuel power  

with renewable energies, the project owner is receiving so called carbon credits which can be sold  

to companies and institutions with a voluntary or compliance carbon reduction strategy. 

Man-made global warming threatens the basis of life, foremost it is threatening the poorest 

countries, and increasingly it threatens the standard of living in the industrialized world. 

Market based mechanisms are a strong and proven tool, beyond energy efficiency and 

savings, for the fight against climate change. 
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What and Why, Gold Standard ? 

• Established in 2003 by WWF, the Gold Standard is an award winning certification 

standard for carbon mitigation projects and is recognized internationally as the 

benchmark for quality in both the compliance and voluntary carbon markets. 

 

• Carbon market is a buyer driven, for the end buyer, reduced risk brings peace of 

mind – an offset programme is only as strong as its weakest tonne. With 

sustainable development and environmental co-benefits being maximized and 

ensured via The Gold Standard’s MRV, investing in quality Gold Standard carbon 

credits is an investment in your own brand, demonstrating to clients, staff and 

suppliers sincerity towards environmental and corporate social responsibility.  

 

• It is generally viewed as one of the most rigorous voluntary standards and 

consequently sells at a premium of up to 20% in both markets, and is also 

supported by over 60 NGOs. Apart from producing emission reductions, Gold 

Standard projects are assessed for the contribution to sustainable development 

and local stakeholder benefits. 
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Compliance and voluntary carbon markets 

Compliance  
markets 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voluntary 
markets 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples Key features 

• EU Emission  

Trading Scheme 

• Kyoto Protocol Market 

• New Zealand Emission 

Trading Scheme… 

• Different types of compliance carbon credits 

• Kyoto credits (CDM and JI) can be sold  

to Kyoto and EU markets 

• High liquidity 

• Unit price varies little across projects, but 

premium for Gold Standard certified projects 

• GS VERs 

• VCUs 

• VERs for Chicago 

Climate Exchange 

• … 

• Carbon credits generated  

on the basis of voluntary standards 

• Not suitable for compliance purposes (Kyoto)  

• Prices vary with quality and origin of projects, 

with Gold Standard projects fetching the 

highest price 
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Voluntary carbon market 
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Market standard’s differences 
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Gold Standard Project Cycle Overview 

   Current version 2.2 
 

• Chapter I  : Plan 

 

• Chapter II : Design & Report 

 

• Chapter III: Validate 

 

• Chapter IV: Monitor 



15 

Planning phase 

 

 

To be eligible for Gold Standard registration your project must fit either in the 

renewable energy supply category, the end-use energy efficiency 

improvement category or waste handling & disposal 
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• Normal project 

For a new project, apart from the normal  

CDM documents, additional local stakeholder 

consultation as per GS requirement is needed. 

 

 

• Retroactive project 

If the start date of the project is before the  

time of the first submission to Gold Standard,  

the project needs to pass a pre-feasibility  

assessment (PFA). The project can apply  

under the Gold Stand only if the outcome of  

the PFA assessment is positive.   

 

 

    Under Gold Standard, the project could potentially claim emission reduction up to 

two years maximum prior to Gold Standard registration deepening on the condition 

of the project.  

 

 



18 

Designing & Reporting Phase  
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Validating phase 
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Monitoring phase 
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• Grievance mechanism 
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Gold Standard Registry 
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Example of Gold Standard Project  
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South Pole Contacts 

 
Bangkok 
Patana Surawatanapongs 
Phone: +66 2 678 89 79 
P,surawatanapongs@southpolecarbon.com 
 

Thank you for your attention! 


