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South Pole has a wealth of international experience 

 Satellite office [staff number] 

 

 Head office [staff number] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johannesburg [1] 

Zurich [19] 

Jakarta [8] 

Bangkok [17] 

Taipei [1] 

Beijing [12]  

 Mexico City [7] 

• Incorporated in  

July 2006 

• 10+ offices worldwide 

• Over 75+ carbon 

professionals 

• Projects in 20+ 

countries 

• Specialized in high-

quality “Gold Standard” 

projects 

• Developing both 

voluntary and 

compliance credits  

California [1] 

Caracas [1] 

Istanbul [2] 

Islamabad [1]  

 

 

 

Local presence [staff number]  

Approx as of Jan 2012 

 
Hanoi [2] 

 
New Delhi [3] 

 
Medellin [1] 

 

Sydney [15] 
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Latest achievement 

 South Pole Carbon strengthens its position as global market leader for carbon 

offsetting. We are proud that the quality of our certificates is internationally 

recognized:  

  

• Voted Best Project Developer in the Greenhouse Gas market survey, as voted by 

the readers  of Environmental Finance magazine. 

 

• Won Best Project Developer CDM in the Carbon Trading magazine 2012 market 

survey and the runners-up in the Best Project Developer in the Voluntary Carbon 

Markets categories. 
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International Market Leader  

in compliance and voluntary market 

 
 
 
 

• One of the top GS VER 

developers with 10% of 

entire GS VER pipeline 

 

• Leading developer of 

GS CER projects with 

25% of entire GS CER 

pipeline 

Premium quality 
 
 
 
 

• Brought to market the 

first ever Gold Standard 

carbon credits (Biomass 

Malawalli / India) 

 

• Handled the first ever 

international Kyoto 

carbon credit transfer 

 

• First company to 

cancel CERs, making 

sure that they cannot be 

resold 

Carbon Market Firsts 
 
 
 
 

Rated among the World’s  
Best Carbon Companies 

•Voted as the best project 

developer  by Carbon Fiance 

Magazine for two consecutive 

year on 2011 & 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Issued almost 20 millions 

carbon credits worldwide 

 

• Issued more than 2 millions 

carbon credits from Thai 

projects 
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South Pole references – 

an extensive network of high quality buyers 

Extensive  
client network 

Unparalleled 
carbon  
market expertise 

• Participation in the UNFCCC Methodology Panel 

• Involved in major climate change negotiations since 1997 

• Carbon advisory to international organizations (World Bank, European 

Commission, World Economic Forum, GTZ, Africa Progress Panel, World 

Food Programme, …) and to registered CDM projects with a volume of  

100 million tCO2e until 2012 

• Top-rated compliance buyers 

such as the Austrian Government, Swiss Government, Climate Cent 

Foundation (Switzerland), Italcementi Group, LUSO Carbon Fund (Portugal), 

EGL, ... 

 

 

 

• Well-known voluntary buyers 

such as BP, Unilever, Axpo, Swiss Re, WWF, Austrian Post, Eneco Energy, 

RBC, Greenpeace, Ben & Jerry’s, Transoflex, …) 
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Carbon credits – how it works 

A project that reduces greenhouse emissions can generate carbon credits that are certified 

under the Kyoto Protocol or voluntary standards. The carbon credits can be sold to 

governments or companies in industrialised countries who will use them to meet regulatory 

or voluntary requirements to lower emissions of greenhouse gases globally. 

For every ton of avoided greenhouse gas emissions, achieved e.g. by replacing fossil fuel power  

with renewable energies, the project owner is receiving so called carbon credits which can be sold  

to companies and institutions with a voluntary or compliance carbon reduction strategy. 

Man-made global warming threatens the basis of life, foremost it is threatening the poorest 

countries, and increasingly it threatens the standard of living in the industrialized world. 

Market based mechanisms are a strong and proven tool, beyond energy efficiency and 

savings, for the fight against climate change. 
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Compliance and voluntary carbon markets 

Compliance  
markets 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voluntary 
markets 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples Key features 

• EU Emission  

Trading Scheme 

• Kyoto Protocol Market 

• New Zealand Emission 

Trading Scheme… 

• Different types of compliance carbon credits 

• Kyoto credits (CDM and JI) can be sold  

to Kyoto and EU markets 

• High liquidity 

• Unit price varies little across projects, but 

premium for Gold Standard certified projects 

• GS VERs 

• VCUs 

• VERs for Chicago 

Climate Exchange 

• … 

• Carbon credits generated  

on the basis of voluntary standards 

• Not suitable for compliance purposes (Kyoto)  

• Prices vary with quality and origin of projects, 

with Gold Standard projects fetching the 

highest price 
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Historical CER price 
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Reason for the stall 
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Voluntary carbon market 
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What is CER/VER additional standard (Label) 

• The additional Standard is an award certification label for carbon mitigation 

projects, recognized internationally as the benchmark for quality in both the 

compliance and voluntary carbon markets. The standard will provide the Emission 

Reduction Credit (CER/VER) buyer as a tool to ensure that the CDM or VER 

projects delivers credible credits with real environmental benefits other than GHG 

emission reduction.  
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Well Known Standard (labels)  

Gold Standard 

 

 The Gold Standard - a best practice methodology and a high quality carbon credit 

label for both Kyoto and voluntary markets.  

 

 

 

 

Social Carbon Standard 

 

 It is founded on the principle that transparent assessment and monitoring of the 

social and environmental performance of projects can improve their long-term 

effectiveness, thus adding value to the emission reductions generated. 
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The CCBA 

 

 The Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) is a partnership of 

international NGOs and research institutes seeking to promote integrated solutions 

to land management around the world. 

 

 

 

 

The Carbon Fix Standard 

 

 Carbon Fix is a climate forest standard which aims to increase the amount of 

sustainably managed forests and decrease global CO₂ levels. The Carbon Fix 

Standard follows the principles that projects should be real, additional, measurable, 

permanent, independently verified, unique and have sustainable development 

benefits. 
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Crown Standard 

 

 

 Launched by Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management Organization (TGO) for Thai 

project. The project which receives the Crown Standard will have a greater chance 

of obtaining the Gold Standard in a shorter period of time and probably less 

approval fee. 
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Reasons of buying 

 

• Reduced reputational risk 

 

• Confidence and peace of mind in credit robustness 

 

• Widely viewed as the quality carbon credit in the marketplace 

 

• Chosen to demonstrate broader CSR commitment 

 

• Measurable co-benefits can enable a strong organizational fit 

 

• Endorsed and supported by NGOs worldwide 

 

• Credits more likely to be eligible in future compliance regimes 

 

 The credits from the projects which received addition label will become more 

internationally recognized and gaining more value added. This type of credit is the 

a preferred choice for multiple governments, multinationals and the United Nations 

and endorsed by NGOs worldwide. 
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Voluntary market standard’s differences 
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Gold Standard 
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• 1. IDENTIFY SUITABLE RENEWABLE ENERGY/ENERGY EFFICIENT 

PROJECT  

 Assess project eligibility for The Gold Standard as only projects focusing on 

renewable energy and end-use energy efficiency can apply for Gold Standard 

certification. 

 

• 2. OPEN REGISTRY ACCOUNT  

 The Gold Standard Registry is a web-based software application that serves as the 

tracking tool and administration tool for both Gold Standard UNFCCC and VER 

projects. 

 

• 3. LOCAL STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION  

 Start writing your Gold Standard Passport, which is the document that presents all 

required information using The Gold Standard’s fixed template. Draft a non-

technical summary explaining the project in laymen’s terms, which must be used 

when sending out invitations for the Local Stakeholder Consultation (LSC) 
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• 4. FINAL PROJECT DESIGN DOCUMENTATION  

 Write up the Local Stakeholder Consultation Report using The Gold Standard 

template and submit to The Gold Standard via the registry. Once the GS 

Secretariat deems the report acceptable, the project will be made publicly available 

in the registry and referred to as an official ‘listed’ GS applicant. 

 

• 5. STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION  

 Carry out the second round of consultation, called the Stakeholder Feedback 

Round (SFR), in order to show stakeholders how their comments from the first 

consultation were taken into account, as well as offering a second chance to make 

additional comments. During the SFR, the LSC Report, the PDD and the GS 

Passport must be made publicly available for comments for a 60-day period. 

 

• 6. INDEPENDANT AUDITOR (DOE) REVIEWS & VALIDATES PROJECT  

 Contact an independent UN-accredited auditor (e.g. DOE) to review and to validate 

the project activity. The validation may start in parallel with the SFR, as long as all 

comments from the SFR are incorporated into the final validated project 

documentation and the SFR ends before validation completion. 
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• 7. GS REVIEWS AUDIT BEFORE PROJECT REGISTRATION  

 Following the project validation, the validated PDD, Passport and other relevant 

project documents plus the validation report must be uploaded into the registry. 

The GS Secretariat, the Technical Advisory Committee, and the GS NGO 

Supporters then conduct a final document review before the project becomes 

registered. 

 

• 8. GS EXTERNAL (DOE) VERIFICATION  

 An independent UN-accredited auditor (DOE/AIE) verifies the project’s emission 

reductions and sustainable development monitoring activities. 

 

• 9. GS REVIEWS VERIFICATION BEFORE ISSUANCE OF CREDITS  

 Following the project verification, the verified PDD, Passport and other relevant 

project documents plus the verification report must be uploaded into the registry. 

The GS Secretariat, the Technical Advisory Committee, and the GS NGO 

Supporters then conduct a final document review before the project may issue 

credits. 
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Gold Standard Registry 
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Gold Standard Criteria 
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Social Carbon 

 SOCIALCARBON Standard is involved in the project design, validation, and 

verification stages of the carbon offset value chain. The process begins with the 

creation of SOCIALCARBON indicators, followed by the completion of 

SOCIALCARBON reports and their validation/verification by independent 

organizations. After successful validation and verification, SOCIALCARBON credits 

may be issued through the Markit Environmental Registry. 
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Social Carbon Standard 
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Social Carbon criteria 
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Social Carbon Tag 
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Crown Standard 

 1. The project that earns a total score and the score of environmental category 

equal to or higher than "B" level. 

 

2. The project has to organize a stakeholder consultation in the form of public 

participation process (not just to inform the public), and the project must 

demonstrate that it contributes benefit from income from carbon credits to local 

communities, or the project perform CSR. In conclusion, the project must earn a 

social category score in Item 1 is equal to or higher than 1. 

 

3. The project that earns the score of social category in Item 2 (supporting social 

activities, culture and self-sufficient economy) equal to or higher than 1, or the 

project earns the score of social category in Item 3 (health and sanitation of 

workers and nearby communities) equal to or higher than 2. 
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Crown Standard 
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Example of Gold Standard Project  
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Example of Social Standard project 
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South Pole Contacts 

 
Bangkok 
Patana Surawatanapongs 
Phone: +66 2 678 89 79 
P,surawatanapongs@southpolecarbon.com 
 

Thank you for your attention! 


