
What should a farmer ask in order to 
identify legitimate opportunities?
Do farmers need to pay to become part 
of a carbon credit project?
Does a farmer need to sign over a land 
title to be a part of a project?



Who is the project developer?
What are their credentials?
Can TGO verify them as legitimate? 
What kind of project is it?
• A/R, REDD, Agroforestry

What market is being targeted?
What are the project criteria?
• Measurement techniques?
• Project period?
• Verification method?

What is the carbon credit payment procedure
Is there a project enrollment contract?



Do farmers need to pay to become part of a carbon 
credit project?

There could be fees associated with developing the 
project. For example, costs to GPS farm (project) 
boundaries and to take field biomass measurements; 
for preparing new areas for planting and for planting 
trees.

However, project developers will often pay these 
costs themselves in exchange for a % of the future 
carbon credit sale … OR … a buyer who has already 
agreed  to purchase the future credits will pay for the 
development and start-up costs



Does a farmer need to sign over a land title to be a 
part of a project?

NO!!!!
NEVER!!!!

Carbon credit projects are about the carbon stored 
in biomass and soil.  They are not about the LAND 
where the carbon is being captured and stored.  
Buyers pay for the ecosystem service of climate 
mitigation and to offset their own emissions.  They 
are not buying the LAND.























Project Types
• Small-holder Agroforestry
• Aforestation/Reforestation
• IFM: Improved Forest Management
• REDD+ : Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 

Degradation in Developing Countries

Markets
• Compulsory Markets

UNFCCC CDM A/R
NZ ETS
New South Wales

• Voluntary Carbon Markets
Over-the-Counter (OTC)
CCX X

• REDD Finance Mechanisms

http://www.foresttrends.org/documents/index.php?pubID2384





2009

Agroforestry, if defined by tree cover of 
greater than 10% on agricultural land, is 
widespread, found on 46% of all agricultural 
land area globally, and affecting 30% of rural 
populations. Based on our datasets, this 
represents over 1 billion hectares of land and 
558 million people. Agroforestry is particularly 
prevalent in southeast Asia, Central America, 
and South America with over 80% of area 
under agroforestry.

http://www.worldagroforestrycentre.org/downloads/publications/PDFs/WP16263.PDF





Royal Forest Department/Department of National Parks, Thailand (2009)

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/rap/files/APFSOS/2009-22Thailand.pdf





Questions?


